3. According to Josephus, an ancient historian, Antiochus III brought 2,000
Jewish families from Babylon and Mesopotamia to settle in Lydia and Phrygia. However, some scholars believe that by the time Paul wrote Colossians, the Jewish population had increased to around 50,000. Grave inscriptions found at nearby Hierapolis seem to support this claim. 4 . It is clear the cities were culturally and religiously diverse. This diversity made the work of spreading the gospel extremely difficult for the Colossian
Church. Yet, in spite of these difficulties, the gospel spread throughout the district. 
II. AUTHORSHIP, DATE AND LOCATION OF WRITING
A
III. THE CHURCH AT COLOSSAE
A. The Founding of the Church at Colossae 3. This brief sketch reveals the major tenants of the false teaching at Colossae.
The teaching exposes the religious diversity of the community in which these Christians lived.
IV. THE OCCASION AND PURPOSES FOR WRITING
A. The Occasion for Writing 1. Epaphras has told Paul of a serious heresy disturbing the church in Colossae.
2. In light of Epaphras' report, Paul felt compelled to write a letter explaining the supremacy of Christ and to encourage the believers to stand firm in their faith.
B. The Purposes for Writing

